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And much more, and worse, of the same sort Is
not here, in such clerical conduct, one reason for the
decline of power in the Puritan pulpit ?

"About 7 or 8 o'clock of the night between the 2<* and 3^ of
October [1711] a dreadful fire happens in Boston; broke out in
a little house belonging to Cap* Ephraim Savage by reason of the

drunkenness of------Moss. Old meeting house and town house

burnt. Old meeting house had stood nearly 70 years. The
Lt Governor Taylor arrives. Saw the fire twenty leagues off."

4'Oct. ii. Fifth day. Fast. A collection was made for suf-
ferers by the fire; two hundred and sixty odd pounds gathered
at the South Church, the oldest meeting house in town."

"Dec. 31. Major Walley has prayer at his house respecting
his foot; began between 2 and 3 P.M."

"Feby. 22, 1712. Mr. Pemberton comes to see me and com-
municates to me the Mock Sermon and mentions my going to
Mr. Secretary which I do ; but 'twas night before we could con-
cert measures."

This straw shows that the wind was already blow-
ing against the Puritan sermons; for some ribald
fellow had made and spoke a scurrilous one before
a few of his boon companions, and got bound over
to the next court in ^50, to stand trial accordingly.

" March 26, 1713. Mr. Sam1 Danforth visits us in the even-
ing. Has hopes of Mr. Jno. Williams' daughter."

This child of the Deerfield minister was captured
and carried to Canada, where she joined the French
Church, and married an Indian, taking up the sav-
age life. She lived and died so. By what seems
a strange anomaly in these early days, ten whites
Indianized to one Indian who became Christian.home he met two carts in the road, loaden withts are set up in our front, I went
